
Realistic Fiction
What is Realistic Fiction?

Realistic Fiction is a story that is made up. The 
characters, setting, and events are all fake, but 

they could happen in real life. It is a story that could 
happen to real people. 
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Characteristics of Realistic Fiction
• The setting is real.
• The characters are people.
• There is a problem in the story and 

a realistic solution.
• The author sometimes uses I, me, 

or my to tell the story from a first 
person perspective. 

Examples of 
Realistic Fiction

Frindle
by Andrew Clements

Double Fudge 
by Judy Blume

Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by 
Beverly Cleary

There’s a Boy in the Girls 
Bathroom 

by Louis Sachar

Why do authors write 
realistic fiction?

Authors usually write 
realistic fiction to 

entertain their readers. 
The goal is to create a 
story or character that 

their reader can connect 
and relate to.



Fantasy
What is Fantasy?

An imaginative story that is entirely made up. 
Fantasy stories have events that could not occur  

in real life. 
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Characteristics of Fantasy
• Unrealistic characters. (This could 

mean animals are able to talk or 
the characters have magical 
powers.) 

• Unrealistic events happen 
(Example: magic carpet rides or 
traveling through time.)

Examples of 
Fantasy

The Chronicles of Narnia
By C.S. Lewis
Harry Potter

By J.K. Rowling
Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory
By Roald Dahl

Inkheart
By Cornelia Funke

Why do authors write 
fantasy?

Authors write fantasy to 
entertain their readers. 
They can be creative 

and come up with a silly 
or crazy story that will 

keep the reader 
engaged in reading.

Characteristics of Fantasy



Poetry
What is Poetry?

Poetry is text that is focused on expressing 
thoughts, feelings, and emotions through using 

specific stylistic elements. 
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Characteristics of Poetry
• Is written in lines and stanzas
• Can use rhythm and rhyme
• Includes figurative language

Types of Poems: Free Verse, Haiku, 
Acrostic, Limerick, Narrative, 
Cinquain

Examples of 
Poetry Books

Where the Sidewalk Ends
By Shel Silverstein

It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles
By Jack Prelutsky

Vile Verses
By Roald Dahl

The Llama Who Had No 
Pajams

By Maryann Hoberman

Why do authors 
write poetry?

Authors write poetry 
to entertain their 

readers. They write to 
express feelings, 

thoughts and 
emotions. 

Characteristics of Poetry
•
•
•



Mystery
What is Mystery?

A mystery is a story in which the character is 
focused on solving a crime or unusual problem. 
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Characteristics of Mystery
• Special characters such as 

detectives, sleuths, victims, 
suspects, or witnesses.

• Clues that will help the 
mystery get solved.

• The author includes 
foreshadowing to help the 
reader solve the mystery. 

Examples of 
Mystery

From the Mixed Up Files of 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

By E.L. Konisburg
The Westing Game

By Ellen Raskin
Chasing Vermeer

By Blue Balliet
The Boxcar Children
By Gertrude Warner

Why do authors 
write mystery?

Authors write mysteries 
to entertain their 

readers. The goal of 
writing the mystery is to 

keep the reader 
engaged and guessing 
the solution up until the 
very end of the story. 



Fairy Tale
What is a Fairy Tale?

A fairy tale is a type of folktale. Fairytales often tell a 
story of good vs. evil that involve magic and royal 

characters. 
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Characteristics of Fairy Tales
• Begins with “Once upon a 

time…” and ends with “They 
lived happily ever after…”

• Takes place in far away places.
• Characters are often kings and 

queens .
• Has both good and evil 

characters.

Examples of 
Fairy Tales

Cinderella
By Marcia Brown

Rapunzel
By Paul O. Zelinsky

Rumpelstiltskin
By Paul O.  Zelinsky

Peter Pan
By J.M. Barrie

Alice in Wonderland
By Lewis Carroll

Why do authors write 
fairy tales?

Authors write fairy tales to 
entertain their readers. 

Fairy tales are classic stories 
that get told over and over 

again. When an author 
writes a fairy tale, they are 

adding their spin on a 
traditional story to entertain 

their readers.



Informational
What is an Informational Text?

Informational texts are non-fiction texts. They are 
true texts that provide the reader with facts, details, 

and information about a specific topic.
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Characteristics of Informational Texts
• Provides facts and details 

about a topic
• Very direct and informative
• Include several Non-fiction 

text features: title, headings, 
table of contents, index, 
glossary, pictures, captions, 
maps, graphs

Examples of 
Informational Texts
A Dinosaur Named Sue: The 

Find of a Century
By Fay Robinson

Do Stars Have Points?
By Gilda Berger

Galaxies, Galaxies!
By Gail Gibbons
The Best of Times

By Greg Tang

Why do authors write 
informational texts?

Authors write 
informational texts to 

inform their reader 
about a topic that they 

believe is really 
important. 



Biography
What is a Biography?

A biography is a text that is written to inform the 
reader about a real person’s life. The person the 

biography is written about can be alive or 
deceased. 
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Characteristics of Biography
• The author is someone other than 

the person featured in the 
biography. 

• Includes important events from the 
person’s life.

• The author can use narration to 
share snippets from the person’s life.

Examples of 
Biographies

Talkin’ About Bessie: The Story 
of Aviator Elizabth Coleman

By Nikki Grimes
Anne Frank: Young Diarist

By Ruth Ashby
Hellen Keller’s Teacher

By Margaret Davidson
Ben Franklin

By Augusta Stenson

Why do authors write 
biographies?

Authors write biographies 
to inform their readers. 

Authors believe the person 
they wrote the biography 

about is important or 
made a contribution that 

other people need to 
know about. 

•

•



Autobiography
What is an Autobiography?

An autobiography is a text that is written to inform 
the reader about a real person’s life. The author of 

the text is the person featured in the 
autobiography. 
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Characteristics of Autobiography
• The author is the person 

featured in the 
autobiography.

• Written in first person (uses I, 
me, my). 

• Shares important events and 
details from the person’s life. 

• All the events are true.

Examples of 
Autobiographies

Boy: Tales of Childhood
By Roald Dahl
Red Scarf Girl
By Ji-li Jiang

26 Fairmount Avenue
By Tomie dePaola

Bill Peet: An Autobiography
By Bill Peet

Why do authors write 
autobiographies?

Authors write 
autobiographies to 

inform the read about 
their actual life. They 

want to share the 
important events that 
shaped who they are. 



Drama
What is a Drama?

A drama is also known as a play. It is a story that 
has a script and can be acted out in front of an 

audience. 
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Characteristics of Dramas
• Has a cast of characters that 

includes a narrator.
• Is written in scenes and acts.
• The script includes stage 

directions as well as 
suggestions for the actors on 
how to speak or show 
emotions.

Examples of 
Dramas

The Elves and the Shoemaeker:
A Play for Kids
By Susan Srikant

The Emperor's New Clothes: A 
Play for Kids

By Susan Srikant
The Witches: Plays for Children

By David Wood

Why do authors write 
dramas?

Authors write dramas to 
entertain their readers. Many 

times they will take a well 
known story and adapt it into 

a script that can be acted 
out. It adds another level of 

entertainment.



Historical Fiction
What is Historical Fiction?

Historical Fiction is a made up story created by 
the author. The setting and many details included 

in the story are based on real historical events. 
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Characteristics of Historical Fiction
• The setting is a real location 

with a set time period. 
• The characters are real 

people that could be real or 
made up. 

• The plot is a mixture of made 
up events and events that 
really happened. 

Examples of 
Historical Fiction

Little House on the Prairie by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder
Number the Stars

By Lois Lowry
The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn

By Mark Twain
Bud, Not Buddy

By Christopher Paul Curtis

Why do authors write 
historical fiction?
Authors usually write 
historical fiction to 

entertain their reader. They 
also might be trying to 

share some information 
about a time period that is 
really interesting to them.



Science Fiction
What is Science Fiction?

Science Fiction is a made up story that has a focus 
on futuristic science or technology. The setting 
might take place in space or on a made up 

planet. 

Characteristics of Science Fiction
• Fictional or narrative story.
• Incorporates elements of 

technology or science.
• Tells about supernatural 

events.
• Events that happen in the story 

could not happen in real life.

Examples of 
Science  Fiction

The Giver
By Lois Lowry

A Wrinkle in Time
By Madeline L’Engle

Have Space Suit, Will Travel
By Robert Heinlein

Fortunately, The Milk 
By Neil Gaiman

Why do authors 
write science 

fiction?
Authors write science 

fiction to entertain their 
readers. They want to 
share a creative story 

that allows their reader 
to imagine the future.
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Fables
What is a Fable?

A fable is a type of folk tale that ends with a lesson. 
The characters are always animals that are able to 

talk and have human-like behaviors.
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Characteristics of Fables
• Only 2-3 characters
• Talking characters
• The setting is usually outside
• Very short story
• There is an element of trickery 

included 
• Lesson or moral will be stated at 

the end

Examples of 
Fables

Country Mouse and City 
Mouse

The Tortoise and the Hare
The Wolf in Sheep’s 

Clothing
The Goose Who Laid the 

Golden Egg

Why do authors 
write fables?

Fables are written to 
entertain their readers. 

Additionally, all fables have 
a lesson in them so authors 

might be trying to persuade 
their readers to act a 

certain way based on the 
lesson in the fable.



Realistic Fiction
What is Realistic Fiction?

Realistic Fiction is a story that is made up. The 
characters, setting, and events are all fake, but 

they could happen in real life. It is a story that could 
happen to real people. 

created by Mrs M’s Style Copyright ©2017

Characteristics of Realistic Fiction
• The setting is real.
• The characters are people.
• There is a problem in the story 

and a realistic solution.
• The author sometimes uses I, 

me, or my to tell the story from 
a first person perspective. 

Examples of 
Realistic Fiction

Frindle
by Andrew Clements

Double Fudge 
by Judy Blume

Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by 
Beverly Cleary

There’s a Boy in the Girls 
Bathroom 

by Louis Sachar

Why do authors write 
realistic fiction?

Authors usually write 
realistic fiction to 

entertain their readers. 
The goal is to create a 
story or character that 

their reader can connect 
and relate to.



Fantasy
What is Fantasy?

An imaginative story that is entirely made up. 
Fantasy stories have events that could not occur  

in real life. 
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Characteristics of Fantasy
• Unrealistic characters. (This could 

mean animals are able to talk or 
the characters have magical 
powers.) 

• Unrealistic events happen 
(Example: magic carpet rides or 
traveling through time.)

Examples of 
Fantasy

The Chronicles of Narnia
By C.S. Lewis
Harry Potter

By J.K. Rowling
Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory
By Roald Dahl

Inkheart
By Cornelia Funke

Why do authors write 
fantasy?

Authors write fantasy to 
entertain their readers. 
They can be creative 

and come up with a silly 
or crazy story that will 

keep the reader 
engaged in reading.

Characteristics of Fantasy



Poetry
What is Poetry?

Poetry is text that is focused on expressing 
thoughts, feelings, and emotions through using 

specific stylistic elements. 
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Characteristics of Poetry
• Is written in lines and stanzas
• Can use rhythm and rhyme
• Includes figurative language

Types of Poems: Free Verse, Haiku, 
Acrostic, Limerick, Narrative, 
Cinquain

Examples of 
Poetry Books

Where the Sidewalk Ends
By Shel Silverstein

It’s Raining Pigs and Noodles
By Jack Prelutsky

Vile Verses
By Roald Dahl

The Llama Who Had No 
Pajams

By Maryann Hoberman

Why do authors 
write poetry?

Authors write poetry 
to entertain their 

readers. They write to 
express feelings, 

thoughts and 
emotions. 

Characteristics of Poetry
•
•
•



Mystery
What is Mystery?

A mystery is a story in which the character is 
focused on solving a crime or unusual problem. 
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Characteristics of Mystery
• Special characters such as 

detectives, sleuths, victims, 
suspects, or witnesses.

• Clues that will help the 
mystery get solved.

• The author includes 
foreshadowing to help the 
reader solve the mystery. 

Examples of 
Mystery

From the Mixed Up Files of 
Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler

By E.L. Konisburg
The Westing Game

By Ellen Raskin
Chasing Vermeer

By Blue Balliet
The Boxcar Children
By Gertrude Warner

Why do authors 
write mystery?

Authors write mysteries 
to entertain their 

readers. The goal of 
writing the mystery is to 

keep the reader 
engaged and guessing 
the solution up until the 
very end of the story. 



Fairy Tale
What is a Fairy Tale?

A fairy tale is a type of folktale. Fairytales often tell a 
story of good vs. evil that involve magic and royal 

characters. 
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Characteristics of Fairy Tales
• Begins with “Once upon a 

time…” and ends with “They 
lived happily ever after…”

• Takes place in far away places.
• Characters are often kings and 

queens .
• Has both good and evil 

characters.

Examples of 
Fairy Tales

Cinderella
By Marcia Brown

Rapunzel
By Paul O. Zelinsky

Rumpelstiltskin
By Paul O.  Zelinsky

Peter Pan
By J.M. Barrie

Alice in Wonderland
By Lewis Carroll

Why do authors write 
fairy tales?

Authors write fairy tales to 
entertain their readers. 

Fairy tales are classic stories 
that get told over and over 

again. When an author 
writes a fairy tale, they are 

adding their spin on a 
traditional story to entertain 

their readers.



Informational
What is an Informational Text?

Informational texts are non-fiction texts. They are 
true texts that provide the reader with facts, details, 

and information about a specific topic.
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Characteristics of Informational Texts
• Provides facts and details 

about a topic
• Very direct and informative
• Include several Non-fiction 

text features: title, headings, 
table of contents, index, 
glossary, pictures, captions, 
maps, graphs

Examples of 
Informational Texts
A Dinosaur Named Sue: The 

Find of a Century
By Fay Robinson

Do Stars Have Points?
By Gilda Berger

Galaxies, Galaxies!
By Gail Gibbons
The Best of Times

By Greg Tang

Why do authors write 
informational texts?

Authors write 
informational texts to 

inform their reader 
about a topic that they 

believe is really 
important. 



Biography
What is a Biography?

A biography is a text that is written to inform the 
reader about a real person’s life. The person the 

biography is written about can be alive or 
deceased. 
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Characteristics of Biography
• The author is someone other than 

the person featured in the 
biography. 

• Includes important events from the 
person’s life.

• The author can use narration to 
share snippets from the person’s life.

Examples of 
Biographies

Talkin’ About Bessie: The Story 
of Aviator Elizabth Coleman

By Nikki Grimes
Anne Frank: Young Diarist

By Ruth Ashby
Hellen Keller’s Teacher

By Margaret Davidson
Ben Franklin

By Augusta Stenson

Why do authors write 
biographies?

Authors write biographies 
to inform their readers. 

Authors believe the person 
they wrote the biography 

about is important or 
made a contribution that 

other people need to 
know about. 

•

•



Autobiography
What is an Autobiography?

An autobiography is a text that is written to inform 
the reader about a real person’s life. The author of 

the text is the person featured in the 
autobiography. 
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Characteristics of Autobiography
• The author is the person 

featured in the 
autobiography.

• Written in first person (uses I, 
me, my). 

• Shares important events and 
details from the person’s life. 

• All the events are true.

Examples of 
Autobiographies

Boy: Tales of Childhood
By Roald Dahl
Red Scarf Girl
By Ji-li Jiang

26 Fairmount Avenue
By Tomie dePaola

Bill Peet: An Autobiography
By Bill Peet

Why do authors write 
autobiographies?

Authors write 
autobiographies to 

inform the read about 
their actual life. They 

want to share the 
important events that 
shaped who they are. 



Drama
What is a Drama?

A drama is also known as a play. It is a story that 
has a script and can be acted out in front of an 

audience. 
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Characteristics of Dramas
• Has a cast of characters that 

includes a narrator.
• Is written in scenes and acts.
• The script includes stage 

directions as well as 
suggestions for the actors on 
how to speak or show 
emotions.

Examples of 
Dramas

The Elves and the Shoemaeker:
A Play for Kids
By Susan Srikant

The Emperor's New Clothes: A 
Play for Kids

By Susan Srikant
The Witches: Plays for Children

By David Wood

Why do authors write 
dramas?

Authors write dramas to 
entertain their readers. Many 

times they will take a well 
known story and adapt it into 

a script that can be acted 
out. It adds another level of 

entertainment.



Historical Fiction
What is Historical Fiction? 

Historical Fiction is a made up story created by 
the author. The setting and many details included 

in the story are based on real historical events. 
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Characteristics of Historical Fiction
• The setting is a real location 

with a set time period. 
• The characters are real 

people that could be real or 
made up. 

• The plot is a mixture of made 
up events and events that 
really happened. 

Examples of 
Historical Fiction

Little House on the Prairie by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder
Number the Stars

By Lois Lowry
The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn

By Mark Twain
Bud, Not Buddy

By Christopher Paul Curtis

Why do authors write 
historical fiction?
Authors usually write 
historical fiction to 

entertain their reader. They 
also might be trying to 

share some information 
about a time period that is 
really interesting to them.



Science Fiction
What is Science Fiction?

Science Fiction is a made up story that has a focus 
on futuristic science or technology. The setting 
might take place in space or on a made up 

planet. 

Characteristics of Science Fiction
• Fictional or narrative story.
• Incorporates elements of 

technology or science.
• Tells about supernatural 

events.
• Events that happen in the story 

could not happen in real life.

Examples of 
Science  Fiction

The Giver
By Lois Lowry

A Wrinkle in Time
By Madeline L’Engle

Have Space Suit, Will Travel
By Robert Heinlein

Fortunately, The Milk 
By Neil Gaiman

Why do authors 
write science 

fiction?
Authors write science 

fiction to entertain their 
readers. They want to 
share a creative story 

that allows their reader 
to imagine the future.
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Fables
What is a Fable?

A fable is a type of folk tale that ends with a lesson. 
The characters are always animals that are able to 

talk and have human-like behaviors.
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Characteristics of Fables
• Only 2-3 characters
• Talking characters
• The setting is usually outside
• Very short story
• There is an element of trickery 

included 
• Lesson or moral will be stated at 

the end

Examples of 
Fables

Country Mouse and City 
Mouse

The Tortoise and the Hare
The Wolf in Sheep’s 

Clothing
The Goose Who Laid the 

Golden Egg

Why do authors 
write fables?

Fables are written to 
entertain their readers. 

Additionally, all fables have 
a lesson in them so authors 

might be trying to persuade 
their readers to act a 

certain way based on the 
lesson in the fable.
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